
1. Give an example of a density-
dependent limiting factor.

2. Give an example of a density-
independent limiting factor.

3. What is the limiting factor we are 
studying in the foxes and bunnies 
lab?



• Unit 2 Ecology Assessment is on 
THURSDAY, Nov 7th

Logistics



• Don’t rush your work, IT IS 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE 
SURE YOU ARE ACTUALLY 
UNDERSTANDING AND NOT 
JUST GOING THROUGH THE 
MOTIONS

• Ask for help if you need it!

Logistics



Population Growth
• Take 10 minutes to finish your 

foxes and bunnies data collection

• Stay on task!



• Species that has a 
disproportionately large effect 
on its environment relative to its 
abundance

Keystone Species



• Energy flow

• Matter cycles

• Biotic and abiotic changes in an 
ecosystem

• Population growth

• Limiting factors

• Ecosystem services

Keystone Species



• https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q

Keystone Species

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q


Keystone Species



• Observe the pictures carefully:

Keystone Species



• Observe the pictures carefully:

Keystone Species



• Sea otter

Keystone Species



Keystone Species



Keystone Species



• Things you need to know:

• Keystone Species are often (but 
not always) top predators

• They keep the population of primary 
consumers in check, so that there can be 
more producers, more other consumers, 
more biodiversity, more connections in the 
ecosystem, creating a more stable ecosystem

• They affect biotic AND abiotic 
factors

Keystone Species



• What is biodiversity?

Keystone Species


